
FCTM Position Statement -  
Governor DeSantis’ Proposal on Common Core Standards 
 
 
After Governor DeSantis’ remarks regarding moving away from Common Core 
Standards, the Florida Council of Teachers of Mathematics feels it is necessary to 
strongly express our dissent.  
 
We disagree with shifting to a new set of standards for the following reasons: 
 

➢ This would mark our fourth shift in standards in the past decade, placing an 
undue burden on teachers and students alike.  

 
➢ This decision derails the efforts of this year’s math adoption and ensures millions 

of taxpayers dollars will be wasted purchasing materials that will not align to 
revised standards. Districts who wait for the new standards before purchasing 
will likely subject their teachers to a year or more of instruction without adequate 
materials. 

 
➢ The Common Core math standards are innocuous. The only agenda they 

present is promoting more conceptual instruction and increasing students’ skill in 
composing and decomposing numbers. Both prepare students for success in 
Algebra 1 - a highly recognized gateway course for high school graduation. 

 
➢ Parents who express dissatisfaction with CCSS often cite curriculum, not 

standards, as the course of their frustration. A simple question: “Which standard 
do you not like?” often cannot be answered. This points to a need to examine 
curricular approaches, not a need to remove the standards. 

 
➢ The MAFS are working. Florida was the only state where students scored higher 

on a national math exam last year, solving problems better than counterparts did 
two years earlier and making progress where the rest of the country remained in 
place.  

 
➢ Teachers do not teach to the test because of the standards. They teach to the 

test because of the high stakes ramifications that have been placed on their 
students’ performance. A shift in standards does nothing to remedy this. 

 


